waterfowlstampsandmore.com

Page 1 of 65

California Hunting & Fishing Licenses – Part One
For many collectors, a rewarding part of the fish and game hobby is collecting pre stamp (pre-1934) hunting
and fishing licenses. These are seen as historically and contextually important forerunners to the stamps
themselves and in the case of the beautiful California pictorial licenses, they are known to have actually
inspired the first federal waterfowl stamp. Early hunting and fishing licenses are an integral part of the license
and stamp system story.
As it turns out, this engaging part of the story was heavily influenced by two significant events in American
history – specifically California history – the California Gold Rush and the 1906 San Francisco Earthquake and
the devastating fire that immediately followed.

Introduction
All states and most territories issued licenses during the pre stamp period and they all have devoted local
followings. Some collectors try to acquire early licenses from more than one state and some advanced
collectors attempt every state. However, California is the one state that is universally collected – specifically
those issued for the 1909-10 through 1926-27 seasons. The reason for this because the licenses used during
this time were fully pictorial and printed in beautiful chromolithography.
Chromolithography is a method used for color printing that is derived from lithography. It was first perfected in
the mid 1870s and was considered the ultimate in printing art in the 1880s and 1890s. However, it is a labour
intensive process. In lithography, an image is drawn on a stone or zinc printing plate. After several more steps,
the plate is inked and fed through a press with a sheet of paper to transfer the image to the paper.
Chromolithography involves creating multiple stone or zinc plates, one drawn for each area of separate color
intended. The paper – in this case the uncut sheet of license images – must be fed through the printing press
as many times as the number of colors used. The finished product was exquisite but very expensive. By the
early 20th Century, chromolithography was considered to be somewhat of a lost art, practiced only by highly
skilled specialists intent in preserving the highest printing standards. To print their early hunting and fishing
licenses, California contracted some of the most prominent lithographers in the United States. These
companies were not far from Sacramento, conveniently located in San Fransisco (see Figures 1, 2 and 3).
Note: Remember to click on the images for increased enjoyment.

FIGURE 1. THE 1914-15 CALIFORNIA HUNTING LICENSE
WAS LITHOGRAPHED BY THE MYSELL – ROLLINS BANK NOTE COMPANY IN S.F.
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FIGURE 2. THE 1923-24 CALIFORNIA HUNTING LICENSE
WAS LITHOGRAPHED BY THE SCHWABACHER-FREY STATEY COMPANY IN S.F.

FIGURE 3. THE SPECTACULAR 1914 CALIFORNIA RESIDENT FISHING LICENSE
WAS LITHOGRAPHED BY BRITTON & REY IN SAN FRANSISCO.
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Pre Paper Licenses
In 1907 California adopted a hunting license system. The first California licenses were issued to three separate
classifications for the 1907-08 seasons. They consisted of resident, non-resident and alien (non U.S. citizen)
hunters (see Figure 4). Licenses for fishermen were not issued until 1914.

FIGURE 4. ORIGINAL 1907-08 CALIFORNIA APPLICATION FOR HUNTING LICENSE.
NOTE THE THREE CLASSIFICATIONS AND CORRESPONDING LICENSE FEES AT THE BOTTOM OF THE FORM.
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California contracted with J.M. Patrick of San Fransisco to produce their first licenses. Patrick was quite the
young entrepreneur, opening his first offices and storefront at 310 California Street when he was just 24 years
old. The store was called Patrick & Co. and originally specialized in producing rubber stamps, dating and
cancellation devices, key rings and name plates.
Patrick was a “go-getter” and was very successful, moving eight times over the years – each time into a larger
facility with the exception of a brief period of time following the 1906 San Francisco Earthquake and
subsequent fire. It is this time period that is of interest to fish and game collectors.
At the time of the earthquake, the business was located at 221 Sansome street between Bush and Pine.
The fire resulted in total destruction of the entire neighborhood, including Patrick & Co. In addition, all suppliers
and stocks of supplies were destroyed. Undeterred, Patrick made his way to Los Angeles and purchased all
the supplies he could find. He returned to San Francisco and immediately started to work out of the basement
of his home.
After building up his business somewhat, he erected a temporary building on Pine street between Polk and
Van Ness. This allowed him to recover financially to the point where he was able to purchase a sizable store
at 126 Bush Street. From this location he built up a large and profitable business, eventually attracting the
attention of the California State Board of Fish Commissioners and landing the hunting license contract.
It has been reported elsewhere that the 1907-08 and 1908-09 licenses are “tokens or fobs”. Neither is correct.
A token was an advertising piece that was exchanged with a retailer for goods or services (see Figure 5), while
a license fob from this time period had an elongated slot to slide onto a leather strap.

FIGURE 5. TOKEN FOR PATRICK & CO.
NOTE THE ADDRESS IS FOR THE LOCATION
THAT WAS DESTROYED BY THE 1906 EARTHQUAKE –
RIGHT BEFORE PATRICK WAS AWARDED THE HUNTING LICENSE CONTRACT.

The licenses for 1907-08 and 1908-09 were produced from metal by Patrick utilizing a stamping process.
A stamping process is used for producing raised or sunken images in metal. When the image is raised – as in
the California licenses – it is said to be embossed. A metal sheet is drawn through male and female roller dies,
producing a series of embossed images that are then die cut to produce individual pieces.
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Resident licenses from both years are not uncommon and frequently show up on Ebay. There are two types
of the 1907-08 hunting license. Both were stamped from aluminum. The serial numbers were subsequently
embossed using a punch. Type I is numbered 1-100,000 and are oval in shape with an embossed border that
meets a smooth die cut edge. There is a round hole in the exact center of the left side (see Figure 6). It is not
known for certain what purpose the hole served.

FIGURE 6. TYPE I 1907-08 CALIFORNIA HUNTING LICENSE.

Type II is numbered above 100,000 and also oval in shape with an embossed border that is inset from a rough
die cut edge. The hole is not centered at the left but instead raised 5 mm (see Figures 7 and 8). Relatively few
of the Type II licenses have been recorded as compared to Type I. No non resident or alien licenses have been
recorded.

FIGURE 7. TYPE II 1907-08 CALIFORNIA HUNTING LICENSE.

FIGURE 8. ORIGINAL ENVELOPE FOR THE LICENSE ABOVE,
BEARING THE 126 BUSH STREET ADDRESS.
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The licenses for 1908-09 were circular in shape with a fancy embossed border that meets a smooth die cut
edge. A hole is punched at the top between the words “HUNTING” and “LICENSE”. Resident licenses were
stamped from aluminum and are fairly common (see Figures 9 and 10). Only two non resident licenses have
been recorded from 1908-09. They are similar to the resident licenses except they are stamped from copper.
No Alien licenses have been recorded.

FIGURE 9. 1908-09 RESIDENT CALIFORNIA HUNTING LICENSE.

FIGURE 10. ORIGINAL ENVELOPE FOR THE LICENSE ABOVE.

FIGURE 11. 1908-09 NON RESIDENT CALIFORNIA HUNTING LICENSE.
ALTHOUGH DUG BY A BOTTLE COLLECTOR, THIS IS THE FINEST OF THE TWO RECORDED EXAMPLES.
THE OTHER HAS BEEN CUT WITH A HACKSAW.
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California Hunting & Fishing Licenses – Part Two
In 1909, the California Board of Fish Commissioners was changed to the Fish and Game Commission,
reflecting the growing importance of game conservation. At this time, the Commission consisted of three
members appointed by the governor at no compensation. More important to license collectors and the future
development of waterfowl stamps was the passage of The Hunting License Act of 1909:
“Act 1688 – An act to regulate and license the hunting of wild birds and animals, and to provide revenue
therefrom, for game and fish preservation and restoration.” Approved March 22, 1909.
The act is long but the important part is that the commissioners accepted responsibility to “…prepare suitable
licenses of convenient form and size, and have printed or stamped thereon the words Hunting License
No. –––, State of California, expires June 30, 19––, with the registration number, and appropriate year printed
or stamped thereon… “. It then goes on to discuss accounting responsibilities on the part of everyone involved,
from the commissioners to the county clerks who would be collecting the fees and issuing the licenses.
At this point it became clear that a more efficient form of licensing was needed going forward. It was decided
to issue licenses printed on paper, rather than stamped from metal, to facilitate the ease of licensing and
accounting. Paper licenses would be printed in sheets of five (1×5) with an accounting tab at the left side.
Think of a page of executive style business checks, five to a page.

Paper Licenses Issued
The same year the Fish and Game Commission decided to print paper licenses, The Handbook of
Manufacturers In and About San Francisco, California was published by the Merchants Association of
San Francisco. The handbook was a a guide for buyers, showing the articles made in and around the city
and who made them.
There was a section for lithographers. Among the dozen listings were four companies that would play a major
role in producing the pictorial California hunting and fishing licenses issued starting in 1909 and continuing
through the 1926-27 seasons. Two of these companies would produce the first eight hunting licenses and a
third would create what is considered by many to be the most beautiful license ever issued – California’s first
fishing license in 1914. Published in alphabetical order, the lithographers of note were:

1) Britton & Rey, at 522 Sacramento Street;
2) Crocker, H.S. Co., at 230 Brannan Street;
3) Mysell-Rollins Bank Note Co., at 32 Clay Street; and
4) The Union Lithograph Company, at 741 Harrison Street

It is not known exactly how the Union Lithograph Company was chosen to produce the first two hunting
licenses. It is assumed the contracts were put out to bid and they came in low. There is nothing otherwise
to distinguish Union Litho from the other S.F. lithographers, many of which were far more prominent.
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Started in 1885, Union Litho had a plant offering diverse services including “artistic lithography, printing and
binding” (see figure 1). Prior to the San Francisco Earthquake, the company was primarily known for their
production of exquisite fruit crate labels.

FIGURE 1. ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE UNION LITHOGRAPH COMPANY, CIRCA 1890S.

In the aftermath of the earthquake and devastating fire, Union Litho purchased the Los Angeles Lithograph
Company (in L.A.) to handle their business while rebuilding. By 1908, according to an article in the
San Francisco Call newspaper, the S.F plant was back up and running and Union Litho stated that the
two plants would continue to be run separately.
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The 1909-10 California resident hunting license features a hunter retuning to camp on horseback and is
lithographed in green and black ink on white paper that features a very bold watermark. The Union Litho
imprint can be seen at the lower left. The early California lithographed licenses were produced in batches,
therefore the shade of ink can vary considerably (see Figures 2, 3 and 4).

FIGURE 2. 1909-10 CALIFORNIA RESIDENT HUNTING LICENSE PRODUCED USING AN INTENSE
SHADE OF GREEN INK. NOTE THE BOLD WATERMARK WHICH APPEARS LIGHT GRAY IN THE SCAN.

FIGURE 3. ANOTHER EXAMPLE PRODUCED WITH A LESS VIVID SHADE OF GREEN. THIS SHADE IS MUCH MORE COMMON
AND NOT FADED (IT WAS KEPT IN THE ORIGINAL ENVELOPE FOR OVER 60 YEARS AND THE PAPER HAS SLIGHTLY YELLOWED
DUE TO THE ACID CONTENT IN THE ENVELOPE). THE BOLD WATERMARK IS NOW SEEN TO BE ALMOST DISTRACTING.

FIGURE 4. ORIGINAL ENVELOPE FOR THE LICENSE ABOVE.
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Licenses Are Issued in Two Formats
The 1910-11 resident hunting license features a male valley quail, the California state bird, and is lithographed
in blue and black ink on white paper. Resident licenses were now issued in two different formats. They were
still issued in the five to a page sheet format (see Figures 5, 6 and 7) but were also issued as single license
panes with a tab at the left (see Figure 8). Presumably, an unknown number of these panes were stapled
together to form a booklet.

FIGURE 5. 1910-11 CALIFORNIA RESIDENT HUNTING LICENSE FROM A SHEET OF FIVE.
NOTE ROULETTING ON TOP, BOTTOM AND LEFT SIDE. ALSO, THE DEEP BLUE INK.

FIGURE 6. ANOTHER EXAMPLE USING A LIGHTER SHADE OF BLUE INK.
THIS LICENSE IS NOT FADED AND WAS IN THE ORIGINAL CASE FOR 80 YEARS.

FIGURE 7. ORIGINAL CASE FOR LICENSE ABOVE.
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FIGURE 8. THIS EXAMPLE IS FROM A BOOKLET WITH A HIGHER SERIAL NUMBER RANGE.
NOTE STRAIGHT EDGES ON THE TOP, BOTTOM AND RIGHT SIDE.
THE ACCOUNTING TAB (NOT PRESENT) WAS ORIGINALLY ATTACHED TO THE ROULETTED LEFT SIDE.
THE BLUE INK IS A LIGHTER SHADE YET AND POSSIBLY SLIGHTLY FADED.

From this point on, all resident hunting and fishing licenses were issued in both formats until 1935. It is not
known why or where licenses from a particular format were issued. It is known that the booklet type licenses
have a separate range of serial numbers that start above the page or sheet format.
This has been a prevailing topic of conversation among advanced collectors for decades. At one point I had
seen relatively few booklet type licenses as compared to the larger format. This led me to believe that the
booklets contained far fewer licenses (which is probably true) and were sent to clerks in less populated
counties. I have now seen a large enough sampling to know the latter is probably not true. There is no question
the booklet type licenses are much scarcer and harder for collectors to acquire.

A Change in Lithographer
Starting in 1911 the lithographer for California hunting licenses flip-flopped back and forth between the
Union Litho Co. and a new player, the Mysell-Rollins Bank Note Company, for the next six years. Union Litho
received the contract in 1912, 1913 and 1915, while Mysell-Rollins got it in 1911, 1914, 1916 (and again
in 1918).
Mysell-Rollins started in business in San Francisco in 1894 as a bookbinder and was located at 521 Clay
Street. In 1896 they were listed in local directories as bookbinders and printers at 22 Clay Street. This
continued until 1906 when the fire burned down the entire area. The company temporarily moved across
the bay, where they did business at 576 12th Street in Oakland.
In 1907, they were back in San Francisco at their 22 Clay Street location. Like the proverbial phoenix, they
arose and reinvented themselves as the Mysell-Rollins Bank Note Company – specializing in steel die
engraving. The company soon added lithography to their list of services and became so proficient in the art
that they were invited to compete in a two-week lithographic competition in England in 1914. They matched
their skill against all the best English, French and German lithographers and left with a bronze medal.
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Mysell-Rollins would continue to excel at printing arts into the 1920s. In 1922 the company had a display
at the Second Annual San Francisco Business Exposition, held March 6-11. A trade magazine reported that
“The Mysell-Rollins Bank Note Company had a graphic arts gallery that was unusually complete, including
printing lithography and steel die engraving… The display of lithography included a large variety of letterheads,
checks, bills, cards, bank and business stationary.”
The 1911-12 California resident hunting license features a magnificent six point buck and is lithographed
in brown and black ink on white paper (see Figures 9-12).

FIGURE 9. 1911-12 CALIFORNIA RESIDENT HUNTING LICENSE FROM THE SHEET FORMAT.
MYSELL-ROLLINS IMPRINT AT LOWER LEFT.
NOTE THIS IS THE UPPER RIGHT POSITION WITH STRAIGHT EDGES AT THE TOP AND RIGHT SIDE.
LICENSES WITH SERIAL NUMBERS ENDING IN A “1” OR A “6” ARE FROM THIS POSITION – POSITION ONE.

FIGURE 10. THIS EXAMPLE IS THE LOWER RIGHT POSITION ON THE SHEET,
WITH STRAIGHT EDGES AT THE BOTTOM AND RIGHT SIDES.
LICENSES WITH SERIAL NUMBERS ENDING IN A “5” OR A “0” ARE FROM THIS POSITION – POSITION FIVE.
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FIGURE 11. THIS LICENSE HAS A STRAIGHT EDGE ON ONLY THE RIGHT SIDE.
THEREFORE, IT IS FROM ONE OF THE MIDDLE POSITIONS ON THE SHEET – BETWEEN THE TWO LICENSES SHOWN ABOVE.
LICENSES WITH SERIAL NUMBERS ENDING IN A “2” OR A “7” ARE FROM POSITION TWO;
THOSE ENDING IN A “3” OR AN “8” ARE FROM POSITION THREE AND THOSE ENDING IN A “4” OR A “9” ARE FROM POSITION FOUR.

FIGURE 12. 1911-12 CALIFORNIA RESIDENT HUNTING LICENSE FROM THE BOOKLET FORMAT.
HIGH SERIAL NUMBER WITH STRAIGHT EDGES ON ALL SIDES EXCEPT THE LEFT,
WHERE IT WAS ATTACHED TO THE ACCOUNTING TAB.
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California Hunting & Fishing Licenses – Part Three
During the years, 1911, 1912 and 1913, the Board of Fish and Game Commissioners oversaw the production
of over 35 million trout at California fish hatcheries and directed the distribution of these trout to stock streams
around the state. The commissioners “placed fish in streams previously barren, and kept up and even
increased the stock in other streams more favored by nature.”
Prior to the year 1911, the state directly appropriated funds to operate this massive program. Starting in 1911,
the state stopped making direct appropriations as it was thought that the hatching and distribution of fish could
be funded primarily from the revenue derived from the sale of licenses to hunters (some funds were also
allocated from the sale of licenses to commercial fishermen).

A Return to Union Litho
In 1912 and 1913, California once again contracted with Union Litho to produce their hunting licenses.
The 1912-13 California resident hunting license features a pair of Ring-Necked pheasants in tall grasses
and is lithographed in green and brown ink on white paper. For the first time, the artwork was placed on the
reverse of the license and was signed. The placement was likely a requirement by the artist to prevent his art
from being obscured by the licensee information. Louis Fuertes was a prominent ornithological painter whose
work has been compared to Audubon (see Figures 1, 2 and 3).

FIGURE 1. OBVERSE OF 1912-13 CALIFORNIA HUNTING LICENSE FROM THE SHEET FORMAT.
THE UNION LITHO IMPRINT IS LOCATED AT THE LOWER LEFT.

FIGURE 2. REVERSE OF THE LICENSE ABOVE WITH THE ARTWORK. SIGNED AND DATED AT THE LOWER RIGHT
BY THE FAMOUS ARTIST, LOUIS AGASSIZ FUERTES.
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FIGURE 3. 1912-13 CALIFORNIA HUNTING LICENSE FROM THE BOOKLET FORMAT.
NOTE THE STRAIGHT EDGE APPEARS TO BE AT THE LEFT INSTEAD OF THE RIGHT AS YOU ARE LOOKING AT THE REVERSE.
SERIAL NUMBER 158450 IS PRINTED ON THE OBVERSE.

The commissioners must have received positive feedback concerning Fuerte’s artwork, for they chose to use it
again on the cover of a promotional booklet in 1926. Interestingly, the pheasants have been repositioned at the
bottom (see Figure 4). The interior of the booklet contains the statement:
“Since 1913 the Fish and Game Commission has been supported wholly and entirely by moneys derived from
the sale of licenses and fines… NOT ONE CENT has been paid by the Tax Payer”.

FIGURE 4. PROMOTIONAL BOOKLET DISTRIBUTED BY THE CALIFORNIA BOARD OF FISH AND GAME COMMISSIONERS IN 1926.
NOTE THE PAIR OF PHEASANTS AT THE BOTTOM HAVE BEEN REPOSITIONED.
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I acquired the license below with an Abstract of Fish and Game laws for the years 1911-1913. Both have
matching overprints indicating “Compliments of N. W. Collins, County Clerk” in red ink. The Abstract contains
a list of all the various fish and game licenses issued by California for these years (see Figures 4 and 6).

FIGURE 5. REVERSE OF SHEET TYPE LICENSE WITH OVERPRINT IN RED INK.
VERY NEATLY APPLIED, HOWEVER, FUERTES WOULD PROBABLY NOT HAVE APPROVED.

FIGURE 6. ABSTRACT OF FISH AND GAME LAWS FOR 1911-1913
WITH MATCHING OVERPRINT.

waterfowlstampsandmore.com

Page 17 of 65

The 1913-14 California resident hunting license features a group of California Mountain Sheep and is
lithographed in blue and brown ink on white paper. Although the Union Litho imprint is absent, the license is
very similar to that of the year before and almost certainly their work. Once again, the artwork was placed on
the reverse of the license but it was not signed. Other than that, there is nothing remarkable about the license
and it is not especially popular with collectors (see Figures 7 and 8).

FIGURE 7. OBVERSE OF 1913-14 CALIFORNIA RESIDENT HUNTING LICENSE FROM THE SHEET FORMAT.
THE UNION LITHO IMPRINT IS ABSENT.

FIGURE 8. REVERSE OF THE LICENSE ABOVE.
UNLIKE THE YEAR BEFORE, THE ARTWORK IS NOT SIGNED.
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Fishing Licenses Issued
As it turns out, revenue from the sale of hunting licenses (and those to commercial fishermen) was “entirely
inadequate” to fund both hunting related and fishing related conservation programs. Among other things, the
commissioners desired to build and operate both new game refuges and fish hatcheries on a regular – if not
annual – basis. Further, it was decided that it was not fair for hunters to pay for fishing programs, many of
which never fished. Thus, The Fishing License Act of 1913:

“Act 1692 – An act to regulate and license the taking and catching of game fishes and to define game fish
and to provide revenue therefrom, for fish preservation and restoration. ” Approved June 16, 1913.

The act stated that every person over the age of 18 must obtain a license before fishing in the State of
California. Licenses were to be issued as follows:

“First – To any citizen of the United States, over the age of eighteen years, who is a bona fide resident of
California, upon the payment of one dollar; provided that licenses shall be issued to veterans of the Civil War
free of charge.
Second – To any citizen of the United States, over the age of eighteen years, not a bona fide resident of
California, upon payment of three dollars.
Third – To any person, not a citizen of the United States and over the age of eighteen years, upon the payment
of three dollars.”

Starting in 1914, the commissioners began to issue a new publication (quarterly), titled CALIFORNIA FISH
AND GAME (see Figure 9). The publication includes some interesting insights:

“The new [fishing] licenses are handled in the same manner as the hunting licenses… They may always be
obtained at the the offices of the county clerks and, in most counties, of deputy county clerks located in each
town. In most of the large towns they will be found on sale in gun and hardware stores. They may also be had
at the offices of the Fish and Game Commission in Sacramento, Los Angeles, San Francisco and Fresno,
while people in out of the way districts will have every opportunity to obtain them from the deputy
commissioners, usually known as game wardens.”

Somewhere in this paragraph is a clue as to where the booklet type licenses originated. As game wardens
would often be out and about and also service remote areas, it makes sense that a smaller, more convenient
format may have been devised for them to make licensing easier to handle. A second paragraph is of interest:

“Incidentally, the first issue of the new [fishing] license is regarded as being the most artistic license of
the kind ever issued. It bears on the face a representation (lithograph) of a familiar fishing scene reproduced
from a photograph, while on the back is given a synopsis of the laws relating to game fishes. This plan of
giving an outline of the laws on the license seems to be new in the United States, but has been used in
Germany for a great many years. It is not only convenient, but should guarantee that every person fishing will
have with him at all times complete information with regard to the fishing laws.”
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This indicates that the commissioners were quite proud of the fact that they selected the appropriate company
to lithograph the first California fishing license – and rightly so.

FIGURE 9. CALIFORNIA FISH AND GAME, VOLUME 1; NUMBER 1.
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Britton & Rey Lithographers
Britton & Rey were the leading lithographic printers in San Francisco (and likely the western United States)
during the second half of the 19th century. They published a large number of views of California, printed both
in large format and as postcards and contracted for a great deal of commercial work that included maps,
stationary and stock certificates. They earned their reputation as “the western Currier & Ives.”
Joseph Britton (1825 – 1901) was born in Yorkshire, England. He immigrated to the United states in 1835 and
by 1847 was working as a lithographer in New York. In 1849 he joined the Gold Rush and traveled to California
to seek his fortune gold mining. When that didn’t pan out (couldn’t resist), he moved to San Francisco in 1851.
Jacques Joseph Rey (1820-1892) was born in Bouxwiller, Alsace. He studied art and lithography in France
before joining the Gold Rush via Panama in 1852. He soon moved to san Francisco and established a
lithography business, partnering with Joseph Britton. Rey married Britton’s sister and their son, Valentine
J.A. Rey, took over running the company after his father’s death in 1892 and Britton’s retirement. Britton & Rey
was without peer until the earthquake and fire in 1906. Subsequently, they made a valiant effort to pick up the
pieces and continued to put out quality work until what remained of Britton & Rey was sold another San
Francisco printer, A. Carlisle and Company, in 1916 (see Figure 10).

FIGURE 10. ADVERTISEMENT FOR BRITTON & REY PUT OUT FOLLOWING THE 1906 EARTHQUAKE AND FIRE.
THE TOP CENTRAL MOTIF DEPICTS A SYMBOL OF CALIFORNIA (THE GOLDEN BEAR) STANDING OVER SAN FRANCISCO
AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE AND FIRE – WOUNDED BUT DEFIANT AND DETERMINED TO REBUILD AND SURPASS PAST GLORY.
SADLY, FOR BRITTON & REY THIS WAS NOT TO BE THE CASE.
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Ironically, even though Britton & Rey was only a shell of it’s former self after the fire, they not only continued
to excel at their craft – but were responsible for producing two of the most iconic images in the collecting world,
one in 1913 and one in 1914.
in 1913, Britton & Rey was selected by the Hawaii Promotion Committee to develop artwork for a series of
poster stamps, postcards, posters and brochures to promote the 4th Annual Mid Pacific Carnival and 8th
Annual Floral Parade. Held at Aala Park in Honolulu, it was a grand celebration featuring a huge parade,
hula dancers, circuses and side shows and copious amounts of island food.
The Mid Pacific Carnival was held for many years and related artifacts are among the most sought after in
the hobby of Hawaiiana. For 1913, Britton & Rey lithographed an image of Duke Kahanamoku surfing with
“HAWAII” emblazoned in large red block letters above his head (see Figure 11). Today, this is arguably the
most iconic image in all of Hawaiiana.

FIGURE 11. POSTCARD ADVERTISING THE 1913 MID PACIFIC CARNIVAL,
HELD IN HONOLULU, HAWAII. THE IMAGE IS A REPRESENTATION OF
THE LEGENDARY SWIMMER AND SURFER DUKE KAHANAMOKU.
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For the first California fishing license in 1914, Britton & Rey once again knocked it out of the park, with a
multicolor lithograph of two fishermen working together alongside a stream to land a fish. Incorporated into
the ornate border are to two flies at the top center. The Britton & Rey imprint is located at the bottom center
and the synopsis of California fishing laws is printed on the reverse (see Figures 12-15). The license is always
in great demand and considered by many to be the ultimate in fish and game collectibles.

FIGURE 12. BRITTON & REY’S MASTERPIECE – THE 1914 CALIFORNIA RESIDENT ANGLERS LICENSE.
THIS LICENSE IS FROM THE SHEET FORMAT. THE BRITTON & REY IMPRINT IS AT THE BOTTOM CENTER.

FIGURE 13. REVERSE OF LICENSE ABOVE
SHOWING THE SYNOPSIS OF CALIFORNIA SPORTING FISHING LAWS.
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FIGURE 14. RARE 1914 CALIFORNIA RESIDENT ANGLERS LICENSE FROM A BOOKLET. NOTE THIS LICENSE WAS ISSUED
TO A FISHERMAN IN THE TINY HAMLET OF PINE FLAT.

FIGURE 15. THE UNIQUE 1914 CALIFORNIA ALIEN ANGLERS LICENSE, FROM THE SHEET FORMAT.

It is interesting that the resident booklet type license above was issued to a fisherman in Pine Flat. Pine Flat,
located in Sonoma County, is very remote. Near the top of the rugged Mayacamas Mountain Range that
straddles, Sonoma, Lake and Napa counties, it is (in the present day) over an hour’s drive from Santa Rosa
and maybe 45 minutes from the closest town, Healdsburg.
For a brief period of time in the 1870s it was a boom town, fueled by the short-lived California Quicksilver Rush
that caused it to become the fastest growing town in California – going from 0 to 4,000 in the blink of an eye.
However, by 1880 it went bust and by the time this license was issued in 1914, it was largely a ghost town
inhabited by only a handful of people.
I bring this up because it would seem to lend credence to the idea that the booklet type licenses may have
been issued by game wardens who would have been expected to service such outlying areas.
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California Hunting & Fishing Licenses – Part Four
Britton & Rey was not the only San Francisco lithographer and printer to put out stunning work in the middle
teens. In fact, most – if not all – of the San Fransisco companies were at the top of their game during this time.
There were two reasons for this. First, the devastating earthquake and fire had engendered a competitive
environment involving local artisans, businessmen and craftsmen that allowed them to reach heights that may
not have otherwise been possible. Every company was fighting for their very survival on a daily basis.
Second, for many lithographers and printers in particular, their prayers for salvation were answered in the form
of the Panama – Pacific International Exposition (PPIE), held in San Francisco between February 20 and
December 4 in 1915 (see Figure 1). The PPIE was one of the last great world’s fairs that were held at the end
of the 19th and beginning of the 20th centuries. The purpose of the huge fair was ostensibly to celebrate the
completion of the Panama Canal, but was widely seen on the part of locals as a way to showcase their
recovery from the catastrophe (see Figure 2).

FIGURE 1. STREET MAP OF SAN FRANCISCO
SHOWING THE LOCATION OF THE PANAMA PACIFIC EXPOSITION (UPPER LEFT).
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FIGURE 2. LITHOGRAPHED ADVERTISING POSTCARD FOR THE PPIE .
THIS POSTCARD REFLECTS THE SPIRIT OF A GREAT CITY IN RECOVERY.
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Putting on a world’s fair at that time was quite different than today. There was no radio, television or internet
– everything was in print. The competition for contracts to lithograph and print all of the advertisements,
posters, postcards, poster stamps, souvenirs and tickets (see Figures 3 and 4) was an extraordinarily powerful
force that, when added to the already competitive environment that existed in post 1906 San Francisco,
produced the most beautiful and captivating hunting and fishing licenses in our hobby.

FIGURE 3. LITHOGRAPHED COVER FOR A BROCHURE
ADVERTISING INFORMATION FOR THE PPIE.

FIGURE 4. LITHOGRAPHED POSTER STAMP
FOR THE PPIE.
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Mysell-Rollins Produces a Jewel
For the 1914-15 hunting license, the commissioners once again turned to Mysell-Rollins. Fresh off their
bronze medal lithography performance in London, the company produced what is considered by many
collectors (including myself) as their favorite hunting license in the series. It features an aesthetically pleasing
scene, including a hunter showing open affection for his trusted dog and a second hunter shooting ducks
flying overhead (see Figures 5 and 7).
The artwork is overlaid on a background consisting of a repeating pattern of union shields inscribed
“STATE OF CALIFORNIA HUNTING LICENSE”. The California valley quail has been incorporated into the
border at the upper right. For the first time, both sides of the license featured artwork. The reverse features an
exquisite scene of a hunter putting out his campfire and this represents an early plea for the prevention of
forest fires (see Figure 6).
The quality of the artwork is so good that it makes me wonder if Mysell-Rollins used steel die engraving
(for which they were also well known) instead of chromolithography to produce this license.
The obverse of the striking license was printed in black and yellow-orange ink and the reverse all in black,
on white paper. The paper itself is of exceptional quality and on December 12 of 1915, Mysell-Rollins applied
to the U.S. Patent office for a trademark on their special writing and printing paper that they claimed “had been
in continuous use since 1910.”

FIGURE 5. OBVERSE OF 1914-15 CALIFORNIA RESIDENT HUNTING LICENSE FROM THE SHEET FORMAT.
MYSELL-ROLLINS IMPRINT IS LOCATED AT THE LOWER LEFT. A REAL STUNNER!

FIGURE 6. REVERSE OF THE LICENSE ABOVE.
NOTE THE MESSAGE ON THE TREE AT THE UPPER LEFT.
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FIGURE 7. OBVERSE OF 1914-15 CALIFORNIA HUNTING LICENSE
FROM THE BOOKLET FORMAT.

As previously discussed, the California hunting and fishing licenses were produced in batches which resulted
in licenses whose artwork was printed in noticeably different shades of ink. Less frequently, collectors may run
across a license whose serial number was printed in a different shade or color of ink (see Figure 8).

FIGURE 8. 1914-15 SHEET FORMAT LICENSE WITH A DARK RED SERIAL NUMBER.
THE NORMALLY BRIGHT RED INK SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN MIXED WITH BLACK.
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Compensation for Sale of Licenses
As the population of California grew (and licensing became a bigger operation) it became necessary for the the
commissioners to better define not only who was eligible to sell licenses – but how they were to be
compensated. Therefore, the state legislature passed The Issuance for Resale Act of 1915:

“Act 1692a – An act to regulate the issuance of licenses for resale to hunters and anglers.” Approved
May 20, 1915.

Section 1 pertains to who may issue hunting and fishing licenses:

“Licenses granting the privilege to take, catch, hunt or kill fishes, wild mammals or wild birds shall be issued
and delivered, upon application in writing, by the county clerk of any of the counties of the state, or by the
board of fish and game commissioners, or by the persons duly appointed and authorized by any such county
clerk or the board of fish and game commissioners.”

Section 2 pertains to compensation for sale of licenses:

“For each license sold, registered and accounted for by any person, except by a fish and game commissioner
or a deputy or assistant fish and game commissioner paid a salary in full for his services to the state, he shall
be allowed compensation, for his own use, out of the fish and game preservation fund, ten per cent of the
amount or amounts accounted for by him.”

The 1915 fishing and 1915-16 hunting licenses were once again lithographed by Union Litho. This was the
only year that California granted the contract for both fishing and hunting licenses to the same printer.
I am not aware of the reason for this interesting fact.
The 1915 California anglers license is unique for the period in that it does not feature any artwork per se
(no illustration). This is particularly striking following on the heels of Britton & Rey’s masterpiece. Perhaps they
figured it was too hard of an act to follow. Instead, the company chose to showcase their talent for scrollwork.
For this reason, the license was not saved in as great a number as its contemporaries and is the scarcest of
all of the early California resident hunting and fishing licenses and the most difficult to acquire. While not
as “pretty” as the others, the license has grown on me over the years and I have now developed a great
appreciation for what Union Litho was trying to get across – they indeed were incredibly talented artisans!
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Resident licenses were lithographed in black, blue-green and red inks on white paper. The license obviously
was made in small batches as a wide variety of shades of the blue green ink have been recorded (see Figures
9, 10 and 11). This is not to be confused with the entirely blue ink used on the alien license (see Figure 12).

FIGURE 9. 1915 CALIFORNIA RESIDENT ANGLERS LICENSE
PRODUCED USING AN INTENSE SHADE OF BLUE-GREEN INK.
NOTE THE INCREDIBLY ORNATE SCROLLWORK.

FIGURE 10. A SECOND EXAMPLE USING A LESS VIVID SHADE OF BLUE-GREEN INK.
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FIGURE 11. A THIRD EXAMPLE USING A LIGHT BLUE-GREEN INK.
THIS IS THE ORIGINAL COLOR AND IS NOT FADED.

Non Resident angler’s licenses were lithographed in black, orange-brown and red inks on white paper
(see Figure 12) and alien licenses in black, blue and red inks on white paper (see Figure 13).

FIGURE 12. CALIFORNIA NON RESIDENT ANGLERS LICENSE.
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FIGURE 13. 1915 CALIFORNIA ALIEN ANGLERS LICENSE
PRODUCED USING A BLUE INK WITH NO GREEN MIXED IN.
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Also in 1915, Union Litho produced a gorgeous combination fish and game laws and license holder for the
Kimball-Upson Company in Sacramento. At the time, Kimball-Upson advertised themselves as one of the
largest sporting goods dealers in the world. Inside the back cover of the booklet, was a place provided to
“paste your license here” (see Figure 14).

FIGURE 14. 1915-1917 CALIFORNIA FISH & GAME LAWS AND LICENSE HOLDER
PROVIDED TO CUSTOMERS BY THE KIMBALL-UPSON COMPANY.
A BEAUTIFUL EXAMPLE OF CHROMOLITHOGRAPHY.
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The Last Union Litho License
the 1915-16 hunting license is the last time California used Union Litho to produce their licenses. In total,
Union Litho produced six different licenses, including the first paper and five out of the first seven paper
hunting licenses. A big tip of the hat to Union Litho from collectors of fish and game stamps!

The Union Lithography Company:
1909-10 hunting licenses
1910-11 hunting licenses
1912-13 hunting licenses
1913-14 hunting licenses
1915 anglers licenses
1915-16 hunting licenses

Union litho would stay in business until they were purchased by and merged into the H.S. Crocker Company
in 1922. H.S. Crocker was a competitor who produced the 1919 California fishing licenses.
The 1915-16 California resident hunting license features a buffalo head mounted on a plaque with rays of light
shooting out from it in all directions (on the obverse). The reverse of the license shares the same fire
prevention illustration as the 1914-15 hunting license produced by Mysell-Rollins. The obverse is printed in
black and light brown ink and the reverse in black on white paper (see Figures 15, 16 and 17).

FIGURE 15. OBVERSE OF 1915-16 CALIFORNIA RESIDENT HUNTING LICENSE
FROM THE SHEET FORMAT.
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FIGURE 16. REVERSE OF THE LICENSE ABOVE.
NOTE THAT IT SHARES THE SAME ILLUSTRATION AS THE 1914-15 HUNTING LICENSE
PRODUCED BY MYSELL-ROLLINS.

FIGURE 17. OBVERSE OF 1915-16 CALIFORNIA HUNTING LICENSE
FROM THE BOOKLET FORMAT.
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The final item that I would like to present today is an Abstract of California Fish and Game Laws for the
years 1915-1917 (see Figure 18). The first paragraph contains some interesting information. It provides a
(rather long) list of different animals that did not require a license to hunt:

“Predatory animals designated as moles, shrews, wolves, coyotes, foxes, ringtail cats, raccoons, martins,
fishers, wolverines, weasels, minks, skunks, badgers, cougars, wild cats, lynx, rats, mice, gophers and
ground squirrels.”

FIGURE 18. CALIFORNIA ABSTRACT OF FISH AND GAME LAWS
FOR THE YEARS 1915-17.

So it is seems that without spending a lot of money to purchase a hunting license, there were numerous kinds
of game that a sportsman could still legally hunt at this time.
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California Hunting & Fishing Licenses – Part Five
In order to become more efficient, in 1915 the Board of Fish and Game Commissioners divided California
into districts with each commissioner being responsible for one district. Also in 1915, the Department of
Commercial Fisheries was established. This separated the administration and regulation of commercial fishing
from sport fishing.
As this concerned sport fishing, it allowed for an increased emphasis to be placed on the continued
development of fish hatcheries (and egg collecting stations) around California and in western Nevada.
In 1916 and 1917, no fewer than seven new hatcheries were installed and opened:

Yuba River Shad Hatchery… Yuba City, Sutter County
Marlette-Carson Hatchery… Carson City, Nevada
Almanor Hatchery… below Lake Almanor Dam, Plumas County
Domingo Springs Hatchery… Chester, Plumas County
Fort Seward Hatchery… Alderpoint, Humboldt County
Forest Home Hatchery… Forest Home, San Bernardino County
Mount Whitney Hatchery… Independence, Inyo County

One of these, the Mount Whitney Hatchery, would play an indispensable role in the preservation of
California’s state fish – the golden trout.

Halpin Litho Company
Starting in 1916, a new lithography company, Halpin Litho, was selected to produce California’s fishing
licenses, for three consecutive years (1916-1918). This was an unprecedented event in the pictorial
license period and one that would never be repeated.
My research showed the earliest mention of the company was in 1913. In 1914 the Halpin Litho Company was
incorporated to “do a printing and lithograph business” and capital stock in the amount of $25,000.00 was
issued; 250 shares at $100.00 each. The place of business was listed as San Francisco.
They were located at 442 Sansome Street; were bookbinders and printers that specialized in fruit crate labels,
bank notes (for France), stock certificates, maps and paychecks (see Figure 1). They were contracted to do
a limited amount of work for the PPIE, consisting of a birds eye view and some letterheads for the exposition
committee.
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FIGURE 1. FRUIT CRATE LABEL PRODUCED BY HALPIN LITHO.

This was all well and good, but how could a relatively new company come out of nowhere and become the only
one to be awarded a state license contract for three consecutive years – a feat never before accomplished?

Eventually I discovered Halpin’s first name – George – and that led me a federal court case where he gave
a deposition in 1903. In the deposition he stated his full name, George H. Halpin, his place of residence,
San Francisco, and his occupation… Manager for Britton & Rey Lithographers!
I then checked through all of the San Francisco Directories that I could locate from this time period. In the 1896
and 1897 directories, George H. Halpin was listed as the bookkeeper for Britton & Rey. Starting in 1899 and
continuing through 1913, he was listed as the manager for Britton & Rey and starting in 1916, the general
manager for Halpin Litho.
So, it is now apparent that Britton and Rey’s final years, 1913-1915, were turbulent. At the same time they
were producing the iconic images discussed in part four – their manager, George H. Halpin, left the company
to go into business for himself. He obviously took his business relationships with him and this enabled his new
company to able to land the state contracts.
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The 1916 California resident fishing license features a creel with fish pouring out, crossed rods and a net.
It was printed in black and salmon ink on white paper (see Figures 2 and 3). The alien license was printed
in black and a light blue-green ink on white paper (see Figure 4).

FIGURE 2. 1916 CALIFORNIA RESIDENT ANGLERS LICENSE FROM THE SHEET FORMAT.
NOTE HALPIN LITHO IMPRINT LOCATED AT BOTTOM CENTER.

FIGURE 3. 1916 CALIFORNIA RESIDENT ANGLERS LICENSE FROM A BOOKLET.

FIGURE 4. 1916 CALIFORNIA ALIEN ANGLERS LICENSE.

waterfowlstampsandmore.com

Page 40 of 65

The 1916-17 California hunting licenses were once again lithographed by Mysell-Rollins. The resident license
features a close-up view of a pair ducks in a marsh setting. The licenses were printed in black and a variety of
shades of a salmon-brown ink on white paper (see Figures 5-8). For obvious reasons, this license is a favorite
with waterfowl stamp collectors.

FIGURE 5. 1916-17 CALIFORNIA RESIDENT HUNTING LICENSE FROM THE SHEET FORMAT.
MYSELL-ROLLINS IMPRINT LOCATED AT LOWER LEFT.

FIGURE 6. AN UNUSUAL EXAMPLE PRODUCED WITH MORE OF A BRONZE COLORED INK.
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FIGURE 7. A THIRD EXAMPLE WITH THAT HAD BLACK INK MIXED WITH THE RED SERIAL NUMBER.

FIGURE 8. 1916 CALIFORNIA RESIDENT HUNTING LICENSE FROM A BOOKLET.
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The Mount Whitney Fish Hatchery
When construction of new fish hatcheries was discussed in the early 1900s, it created tremendous competition
between communities. Sites considered for the Mt Whitney Hatchery included Tuttle Creek west of Lone Pine,
Bishop Creek west of Bishop, Oak Creek west of Independence and a site in San Bernardino County. Of these,
Oak Creek was considered to be near ideal for three reasons:
1) the 40 acre site was to be a gift to the state from local citizens; 2) there was guaranteed use of water from
Oak Creek and 3) and perhaps most important – the temperature of the water was better suited to fish
production than the other sites.
Once the site was selected, the building was designed by a team of six men led by Charles Dean of the
State Department of Engineering. Fish and Game Commissioner M. J. Connell instructed the team
“To design a building that would match the mountains, would last forever, and be a showpiece for all time.”
The architectural style they chose is Tudor Revival (see Figure 9).

FIGURE 9. THE MT, WHITNEY FISH HATCHERY, LOCATED OUTSIDE OF INDEPENDENCE.
THIS IMAGE IS FROM A PERIOD POSTCARD.

Construction was started in late March of 1916 with the goal of completing the project in time to receive eggs
in the spring of 1917. When completed, Superintendent F.A. Shelby stated “The Mount Whitney Fish Hatchery
is the largest and best equipped fish hatchery in California and… has a yearly capacity of 2 million fry.”
The first trout hatched in 1917 were eggs collected at Rae Lakes. The eggs were transported from the
collecting station at Rae Lakes via Baxter pass by mule train to the Hatchery. The spawning season of 1918
saw the first collection of golden trout eggs from the Cottonwood Lakes. Once hatched, the fry were trucked to
the local train station, where they were transported throughout the state (see Figure 10).
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FIGURE 10. ONE OF THE MT. WHITNEY TRUCKS USED TO TRANSPORT TROUT FRY TO THE TRAIN STATION.

This program continues to this day and has provided golden trout for planting throughout the Sierra Nevada
Mountain Range. The Mt. Whitney Hatchery operation is the sole source of golden trout eggs in
California (see Figures 11 and 12).

FIGURE 11. CATCH OF GOLDEN TROUT FROM PIUTE CREEK,
THE THE ONLY STREAM THAT FLOWS YEAR ROUND IN THE MOJAVE NATIONAL PRESERVE.
PHOTO CIRCA 1940S-1950S.
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FIGURE 12. A RECENT PHOTO OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE FISH – THE BEAUTIFUL GOLDEN TROUT!
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The second of the Halpin Litho licenses, the 1917 California citizen (resident) anglers, features the Mt. Whitney
Fish Hatchery in black and powder blue ink on white paper (see Figures 13 and 14). The earliest recorded
California duplicate license occurs on an overprinted version of the same design. A duplicate license was
issued at a reduced fee upon affidavit by the licensee that the original was lost or stolen. The overprint is in
red ink and the serial number has a “D” prefix (see Figure 15). The 1917 alien anglers license was printed in
black and light green ink (see Figure 16).
All examples that I have examined from the upper and lower positions of the sheet type licenses have crop
marks printed close to the image. This resulted in licenses with relatively small margins around the design.
In 1917, the top and bottom margins on the booklet type license in Figure 14 shows the perforations.
This suggests that the licenses were first printed in a sheet type format and then subsequently cut into
single license booklet panes.

FIGURE 13. 1917 CALIFORNIA CITIZEN ANGLERS LICENSE FROM THE SHEET FORMAT.
NOTE THE PRINTERS CROP MARKS ARE VISIBLE AT THE UPPER RIGHT.
THIS RESULTED IN RELATIVELY SMALL MARGINS.

FIGURE 14. 1917 CALIFORNIA CITIZEN ANGLERS LICENSE FROM A BOOKLET.
NOTE THE PERFORATIONS ARE VISIBLE AT THE TOP AND BOTTOM.
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FIGURE 15. CITIZEN ANGLERS LICENSE OVERPRINTED “DUPLICATE LICENSE”.
NOTE THAT THE SERIAL NUMBER IS PRECEDED BY A LARGE “D”.

FIGURE 16. 1917 CALIFORNIA ALIEN ANGLERS LICENSES.
NOTE THE CROP MARKS AT THE UPPER AND LOWER RIGHT.

On the 1917 alien license, crop marks are visible at the upper and lower right. Further, the crop marks are
different and suggest that the alien booklet panes were also cut from from a larger sheet format that was
previously printed. In this scenario, the license in Figure 16 would be from the upper position on the page
or sheet – position one.
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A. Carlisle & Co.
A new firm, A. Carlisle & Co., was selected to produce the 1917-18 California hunting licenses. While the name
may have been new, the subsidiary that lithographed the licenses was not. In 1916, A. Carlise and Co.
purchased what remained of Britton & Rey and merged it with their own operations. That is to say, what
remained of Britton & Rey after George Halpin and part of the company had already left to form Halpin Litho.
Albert Carlisle was born in 1854 in Baltimore, Maryland (see Figure 17). When he was a young boy he
dreamed of being a sailor. When he turned 16, he left home to sign on with a sailing ship of the Pacific Mail
Steamship Company. The steamship company had been formed by a group of New York businessmen who
had acquired the right to transport mail for the U.S, government from New York to San Francisco.

FIGURE 17. ALBERT CARLISLE, FOUNDER OF A. CARLISLE & CO.
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After two years, Carlisle decided the sea was not for him. One day he got off to stay in San Francisco for good.
He went to work for H.H. Bancroft & Co., importers and stationers. By 1878 (then 24 years old) he had saved
enough money to go into business for himself. Carlisle started his own stationary business at 212 Battery
Street. In the beginning, he was a one man show, selling stationary to a small group of customers by mail.
He managed to survive difficult years in the late 1870s and throughout the 1880s (the Comstock Load had
collapsed and resulted in financial ruin for many S.F businessmen) and by the 1890s he had built up a
“thriving business”.
When Albert Carlisle died in 1904, management of the company passed to his son, Burlington Carlisle, better
known as B.M. Burlington was trained from the bottom up – starting as an errand boy. He was disciplined and
had developed a strong work ethic and sense of purpose that would serve him well. Within 18 months of his
father’s death, the firm’s premises burnt to the ground in the fire of 1906.
In all the confusion, B.M. saved the company records which allowed him to rebuild quickly (this was one of the
main problems at Britton & Rey – all their records were lost and it had a crippling effect). After the earthquake,
the company immediately started up again at 1128 Mission Street. Three years later, B.M. moved the company
to larger headquarters at 251 Bush Street, in the commercial and industrial center of the rebuilding city.
As business increased, B.M. guided A. Carlisle through a series of acquisitions and mergers, including the
Hayden Printing Company and Britton & Rey Lithographers, that left the company as one of the leaders in
the graphics arts industry in the western United States.

The 1917-18 California resident hunting license features a hunter with his dog at the right side and a
California valley quail incorporated into the border at the top right (somewhat reminiscent of the classic
1914-15 Mysell-Rollins design). The licenses were lithographed in black and shades of a pale brown ink
on white paper (see Figures 18, 19 and 20). Recently, a proof for the non-resident license turned up on Ebay.
The non-resident license was produced in black and light blue ink on white paper (see Figure 21).

FIGURE 18. PROOF FOR THE 1917-18 CALIFORNIA RESIDENT HUNTING LICENSE.
NOTE THE PROOF IS IMPERFORATE AND LACKS A SERIAL NUMBER.
THE A CARLISLE & CO. IMPRINT IS LOCATED AT THE BOTTOM CENTER.

waterfowlstampsandmore.com

FIGURE 19. 1917-18 CALIFORNIA RESIDENT HUNTING LICENSE FROM THE SHEET FORMAT.

FIGURE 20. 1917-18 CALIFORNIA RESIDENT HUNTING LICENSE FROM A BOOKLET.

FIGURE 21. PROOF FOR THE 1917-18 CALIFORNIA NON-RESIDENT HUNTING LICENSE.
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The First Trapping License is Issued
In 1917, the Board of Fish and Game Commissioners desired to protect fur-bearing mammals. This resulted in
California issuing its first trapping license via Act 1340J:

“An act to provide for the protection of fur-bearing mammals, defining fur-bearing mammals, providing for a
license for hunting or trapping such fur-bearing mammals and requiring reports to be filed with the fish and
game commissioner.” Approved May 18, 1917.

The act is long. Sections 4, 5 and 6 may be of particular interest to collectors.

Section 4 pertains to trapping without a license:

“Every person in the state of California who traps for profit any fur bearing mammals without first procuring
a license therfor as provided by this act is guilty of a misdemeanor.”

Section 5 pertains to the licenses themselves:

“Licenses granting this privilege to trap for profit any fur-bearing mammals shall be issued by the state board of
fish and game commissioners, who shall prepare suitable licenses of convenient size and form and have
printed theron the words, trapping license No,––, state of California. Expires June 30, 19––, with registration
number and appropriate year printed or stamped theron, which said license shall be prepared by the state
board of fish and game commissioners, which board shall account for same to the controller of the state.”

Section 6 pertains to fees:

“Licenses herein provided for shall be issued as follows: (1) To any citizen of the United States upon payment
of one dollar; (2) To any person not a citizen of the United States upon payment of two dollars; provided,
however, that every person eighteen years of age or under by applying to the state board of fish and game
commissioners and complying with the provisions of section four of this act, may obtain a license without the
payment of any fee.”

This means that someday a California alien trapping license may turn up! The 1917-18 California resident
trapping license was non-pictorial and printed in black ink on white paper. The reverse contains an extract from
[the] Trapping License Law (see Figures 22 and 23). There is nothing to indicate who the printer was.
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FIGURE 21. OBVERSE OF 1917-18 CALIFORNIA TRAPPING LICENSE.

FIGURE 22. REVERSE OF 1917 CALIFORNIA TRAPPING LICENSE.
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California Hunting & Fishing Licenses – Part Six
The legislation with the most profound effect on our story in 1918-1919 was not passed in California. It was
passed in Congress and is known as The Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918. With this legislation, the federal
government accepted the responsibility for the protection of migratory waterfowl in the United States.
At this time, George A. Lawyer was employed by The Bureau of Biological Survey (forerunner to what is now
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service). He held the titles of Inspector, Migratory Game Law from 1916 to 1918
and Chief U.S. Game Warden from 1918 to 1926 (see Figure 1 and 2). In these roles he traveled the country
gathering data on migratory birds.

FIGURE 1. BUSINESS CARD FOR GEORGE A. LAWYER,
CHIEF UNITED STATES GAME WARDEN.

FIGURE 2. GEORGE LAWYER STANDING WITH A 10″9″ SHOTGUN WEIGHING 250 POUNDS.
THE GUN WAS USED TO HUNT DUCKS ILLEGALLY IN 1919-1920.
IT WAS CAPABLE OF KILLING CLOSE TO 100 DUCKS PER SHOT. PHOTO FROM THE GETTY ARCHIVES.
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Lawyer made a trip to California in 1919 where he was issued a pictorial hunting license. The dazzling license
proved to be of historic inspiration – as he is credited with first proposing the selling of federal migratory
waterfowl stamps in 1919 to raise funds for waterfowl conservation. He sketched a design for the first federal
stamp in the early 1920s and as we shall see, his design was heavily influenced by the 1919 California license
that he brought back to Washington.

Part Three of the Halpin Litho Trilogy
In 1918, Halpin Litho produced their third consecutive California fishing license. It features an elegant design
consisting of a single fisherman casting at the left with an ornate year date in the center. The citizen angling
license (new wording) was printed in black and rose ink on white paper (see Figures 3 and 4). For the first
time, the alien license was printed using the same colors of ink (with the year date maybe having a little
brown mixed with the rose – see Figure 5).

FIGURE 3. 1918 CALIFORNIA CITIZEN ANGLING LICENSE FROM THE SHEET FORMAT.
HALPIN LITHO IMPRINT IS LOCATED AT THE LOWER LEFT.
NOTE THE TIP OF THE ROD EXTENDS BEYOND THE BORDER AT THE TOP CENTER.
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FIGURE 4. 1918 CALIFORNIA CITIZEN ANGLING LICENSE FROM A BOOKLET.
NOTE THAT FOR THIS ISSUE, THE PRINTERS CROP MARKS AT THE UR AND LR HAVE BEEN MOVED AWAY FROM THE DESIGN.
THIS PREVENTED THE PERFORATIONS FROM SHOWING AFTER BEING CUT FROM THE LARGER FORMAT.

FIGURE 5. 1918 CALIFORNIA ALIEN SPORT FISHING LICENSE.
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The 1918-19 California hunting licenses were once again produced by Mysell-Rollins. The license is
considered to be one of the classics from the pictorial period and features a hunter and his dog in a boat on a
marsh setting. On the deck of the boat lay several ducks. A single duck is also incorporated into the upper right
border. The background is the same union shield pattern used for the 1914-15 design. The citizen licenses
were printed in black and yellow-brown ink on white paper (see Figures 6 and 7). This license was “around”
in the 1970s and 1980s but has since become very popular with collectors and is now fairly difficult to acquire,
especially in nice condition.

FIGURE 6. 1918-19 CALIFORNIA CITIZEN HUNTING LICENSE FROM THE SHEET FORMAT.
MYSELL-ROLLINS IMPRINT IS LOCATED ABOVE THE LOWER BORDER, IN THE CENTER.

FIGURE 7. 1918-19 CALIFORNIA CITIZEN HUNTING LICENSE FROM A BOOKLET.
NOTE THE BORDER DESIGN ON THIS EXAMPLE WAS MIS-ALIGNED UPWARD IN THE PRINTING PROCESS.
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The H.S. Crocker Company
For the 1919 fishing license, the commissioners selected a new lithographer – although the company itself was
hardly “new”. The H.S. Crocker Co. is one of the pioneer printing and stationary firms on the west coast and
was founded in Sacramento in 1856.
Henry Crocker was born in Troy, New York in 1832. He followed the Gold Rush to California in 1850 with his
three brothers, Edwin, Clark and Charles (Charles Crocker became famous as one of the “Big 4” railroad
barons). Henry worked in the gold mines until 1856, when he decided to open a print shop in Sacramento,
the gateway to the gold fields. He started in a small tent with a wooden sign propped outside that read simply
“H.S. Crocker Company Printers.” Finding success, the company soon moved into a larger wooden building.
As millions in gold and silver poured down from the fields on both sides of the Sierras, San Francisco became
a large city almost overnight. It also became the center of the west coast printing industry. In 1871, Henry
Crocker established his first printing and lithography plant in the city. In 1885 Crocker built an additional five
story plant at 741 Harrison Street that was considered by many in the industry to be the finest commercial
printing plant in the west (see Figure 8 and 9).

FIGURE 8. THE CROCKER BUILDING IN SAN FRANCISCO.
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FIGURE 9. CIRCA 1880S LITHOGRAPH BY H.S. CROCKER CO.,
FROM THE COLLECTION OF THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART IN NEW YORK.

In 1890 the business was incorporated under the name H. S. Crocker Company. In 1912 the stationary and
publishing company of Cunningham, Curtiss & Welch of San Francisco and Los Angeles was purchased.
This gave Crocker three locations; Sacramento, San Francisco and Los Angeles.
Henry’s son, Charles H. Crocker, was born in Sacramento in 1865. At age nine he moved with his parents to
San Francisco. When he graduated from high school he attended the University of California at Berkeley and
received a B.A. in business. He then went to work for his father, starting as an apprentice in the lithography
department. He worked his way up through all of the departments in the company (including printing,
bookbinding, engraving and stationary) and upon his father’s death in 1904, assumed presidency of the firm.
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Charles built the Company into the largest printing firm west of Chicago and one of the largest in the
United States. It is a wonder that it was not until 1919 that they produced one of the beautiful pictorial licenses.
In 1922 H.S. Crocker purchased the Union Litho Company, adding it to their printing empire.
The 1919 California angling license features the Mt. Shasta Fish Hatchery. The citizen (resident) licenses were
printed in black and orange-brown ink on white paper (see Figures 10 and 11). The alien licenses were printed
in black and green ink on white paper (see Figure 12).

FIGURE 10. 1919 CALIFORNIA CITIZEN ANGLING LICENSE FROM THE SHEET FORMAT.
H.S. CROCKER IMPRINT LOCATED BELOW THE LOWER BORDER, IN THE CENTER.

FIGURE 11. 1919 CALIFORNIA CITIZEN ANGLING LICENSE FROM A BOOKLET.
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The Louis Roesch Co.
Louis Roesch was another of the pioneering San Francisco lithographers and printers. He was born in
Stuttgart, Germany and came to the United States at an early age. The Louis Roesch Company was
established in 1879 by Louis Roesch Sr. The company specialized in lithographic poster and label art
(see Figure 13).

FIGURE 13. ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE LOUIS ROESCH CO., CIRCA 1915-1916.
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After the fire in 1906, Roesch built a large plant at 1886 Mission Street. At this plant the company produced
fabulous lithography and was responsible for another of the iconic images in Hawaiiana. The Hawaii Promotion
Committee selected the Roesch Litho Co. to produce all of their advertising art for the 1915 Mid Pacific
Carnival. This included posters, postcards, poster stamps and brochures (see Figure 14). The Roesch image is
one of the most popular and frequently reproduced Hawaiian images of all time and features a lovely bare
breasted hula girl waving a lei of flowers over Waikiki Beach, with Diamond Head in the background – Wow!

FIGURE 13. 1915 MID PACIFIC CARNIVAL POSTCARD.
LOUIS ROESCH IMPRINT LOCATED AT LOWER LEFT.

In 1916 Louis Roesch Sr passed away. An article in The Inland Printer reported the news and stated that his
son, Louis Roesch Jr, would be taking over management of the company.
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The 1919-20 California hunting license features an intricate series of valley quail heads, each encircled by
a border inscribed “FISH & GAME – COMMISSION”. The reverse of the license features new art of a hunter
putting out his campfire along with several messages including “HELP PREVENT FOREST FIRES”.
The obverse of the citizen licenses are lithographed in black and shades of salmon ink on white paper.
The reverse is lithographed in black on white (see Figures 14, 15 and 16).

FIGURE 14. 1919-20 CALIFORNIA CITIZEN HUNTING LICENSE FROM THE SHEET FORMAT.
LOUIS ROESCH IMPRINT IS LOCATED ABOVE THE LOWER BORDER IN THE LEFT CORNER.

FIGURE 15. REVERSE OF THE LICENSE ABOVE.

FIGURE 16. 1919-20 CALIFORNIA CITIZEN HUNTING LICENSE FROM A BOOKLET.
THE INK USED IS A LIGHTER SHADE OF SALMON.
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George Lawyer Visits California
When George Lawyer visited California in 1919, he was issued a non-resident hunting license that had been
produced by the Louis Roesch Litho Co. The license was lithographed in black and robin’s egg (quail egg?)
blue on white paper (see Figure 17).

FIGURE 17. 1919-20 CALIFORNIA NON-RESIDENT HUNTING LICENSE
ISSUED TO GEORGE LAWYER, CHIEF UNITED STATES GAME WARDEN.

By this point in time, Lawyer was rapidly coming to the conclusion that the migratory waterfowl situation in
the U.S. and Canada was in dire straits. He was probably already contemplating various remedies and upon
encountering the California license, was inspired to propose a federal migratory waterfowl stamp. The stamp
would serve two purposes: 1) generate badly needed funds to preserve and restore wetlands and 2) have the
segment of the population who stood to benefit the most from the program – waterfowl hunters – foot the bill.
Lawyer was clearly impressed with the eye-catching license. When he returned to Washington, he sketched
a proposed design for the first federal license (stamp), modeled it after his California license (see Figure 18).

FIGURE 18. LAWYERS HAND DRAWN SKETCH
WHICH HE INCLUDED IN HIS PROPOSAL FOR
THE FIRST FEDERAL WATERFOWL STAMP.
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By comparing the license and the sketch, it is possible to see all of the “borrowed” elements; 1) Having
the denomination (face value) in the corners, 2) Having “FEDERAL HUNTING LICENSE” incorporated
into the top border in place of “STATE OF CALIFORNIA HUNTING LICENSE”, copying the wording
“NOT TRANSFERABLE”, copying the expiration date (June 30th) and having the signature line in almost
the exact same position.
History tell us that George lawyer’s idea was held up in Congress for over a decade. It seems congressmen
were worried that a federal license or stamp would infringe upon the rights of individual states to license
hunters. It was the devastating drought in the early 1930s and subsequent “Dustbowl” years on the Great
Plains that would prove to be the last straw. The already precarious waterfowl situation was now facing a
critical blow to breeding grounds in the Central (and most important) Flyway.
In 1934, President Roosevelt appointed J.N. “Ding” Darling to head up the Bureau of Biological Survey.
He guided a bill through Congress on March 10, 1934, requiring migratory bird hunters to purchase
federal stamps. Whereas in the past funds derived from state license sales were divided among many
competing wildlife conservation needs, these new stamps allowed for 100% of the fees collected to go to
waterfowl conservation – specifically the purchase of wetlands. Darling personally designed the 1934-35 stamp
(see Figure 19).

FIGURE 19. SMALL DIE PROOF
FOR THE 1934-35 FEDERAL WATERFOWL STAMP,
DESIGNED BY J.N. “DING DARLING.
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Summary
The California pictorial hunting and fishing licenses are unlike any others in the United States. There is only
one other state whose licenses are even in the ballpark and that is Nebraska (The reason for this is because
the Director of Nebraska Game Fish and Parks transferred jobs from California). In this series of blog posts
we have seen that a specific sequence of events is responsible for this reality:

1. In addition to being men of great talent, many of the lithographers in San Francisco were men of unusual
courage, grit and determination – for they (or their fathers) were part of the California Gold Rush.
2. The San Francisco Earthquake and Fire additionally challenged these men and they responded by
demonstrating a unique ability to cope and compete in the harshest of circumstances. In so doing, they
raised their art and craft to unprecedented levels.
3. A decision was made by the State Board of Fish Commissioners to switch from metal to paper licenses
in 1909. Their close proximity to San Francisco allowed them to contract with the consummate
lithographers that concentrated there.
4. The Panama Pacific International Exposition in 1915 presented an additional challenge – and
opportunity – a business gladiator’s arena in which to compete against each other for a fortune in printing
contracts that they desperately needed to pull their companies out of the ashes (literally). The survivors and
the victorious raised the bar for the lithographic arts yet again.

A Final Thought
If the above had not unfolded the way it did – and if there was no pretty blue pictorial hunting license to issue to
George Lawyer in 1919 – it is quite possible he would not have been inspired to propose a federal stamp at all.
Then where would we be? It is an understatement to say that the California pictorial hunting and fishing
licenses played an extraordinary role in the development of the license and stamp system in the United States.
For this series of fortunate events, all collectors should be very grateful.

I would like to thank everyone that has called and emailed expressing their kind thoughts and appreciation for
this series of posts. I enjoyed writing them as much as you have enjoyed reading them. Alas, there is much
remaining to do on the website and I think this is a good place to pause for the time being. To be continued…
down the road.

